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Smart corporations are aggressively looking to engage with 
startups through partnerships, investments, and acquisitions... 

...But they need to do so in structured ways that allow them to 
manage the apparent chaos…

…85 percent of corporate respondents said that collaboration 
with startups and entrepreneurs will drive success for their 
organization in the future.

“
“



                                                 allows corporations to... 

separate the signal from the noise and build 
connections with startups that propel innovation.
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Connect with startups that can help grow 
innovation within your company

Scout innovative startups in industries and 
technology areas that are critical to your business

Explore a curated database of engagement-ready 
startups scouted on an ongoing basis 
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Venture Engine sources startups through its 
network of referral partners.

Incubators and Accelerators Universities and Labs Investment Groups

➔ Built In Chicago
➔ Champaign County Economic 

Development Corporation
➔ Chicago Innovation Awards
➔ Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce
➔ ChicagoNEXT
➔ Clean Energy Trust
➔ CME Group
➔ Freshwater Advisors
➔ iBIO
➔ Illinois Agri-Food Alliance
➔ Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity
➔ Illinois Technology Association
➔ Peoria Innovation Alliance
➔ Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce
➔ Women’s Business Development Center

➔ 1871
➔ 2112
➔ Catapult Chicago
➔ Chain Reaction Innovations
➔ EIGERLab
➔ Founder Institute
➔ Illinois Science + Technology Park
➔ Impact Engine
➔ Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago 

(ICNC)
➔ Junto Institute
➔ MATTER
➔ mHUB
➔ Sandbox Industries
➔ TechNexus TeamWorking 
➔ TechStars

➔ Argonne National Laboratory
➔ Bradley University
➔ DePaul University
➔ Fermilab
➔ Illinois Institute of Technology
➔ Illinois State University
➔ Lake Forest College
➔ Loyola University
➔ MxD
➔ Northern Illinois University
➔ Northwestern University
➔ Rosalind Franklin University
➔ Southern Illinois University
➔ University of Chicago
➔ University of Illinois at Chicago
➔ University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign
➔ Western Illinois University

➔ 7Wire Ventures
➔ Chicago Ventures
➔ CIBC
➔ Energy Foundry
➔ G2T3V
➔ Hyde Park Angels
➔ i2A Fund
➔ IllinoisVENTURES
➔ Jump Capital
➔ MATH Ventures
➔ MK Capital
➔ OCA Ventures
➔ Origin Ventures
➔ Pritzker Group
➔ Serra Ventures
➔ TechNexus Venture Collaborative
➔ Touchpoint Capital Partners

5

Civic, Nonprofit, and 
Industry Organizations
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Corporate participants get access to Venture Engine’s 
proprietary startup scouting and tracking portal.



7

Screen each referred startup 
using detailed portfolios

Compare notes with colleagues 
and track engagement 

Connect with startups through 
facilitated introductions
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Add-on Demo Days bring startups 
directly to you.

Sessions include Shark Tank-style 
pitches, Q&A’s, innovation 
breakouts and networking.

Demo days have led to pilot 
contracts, investments, 
mentorship and joint development 
agreements.
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Past corporate-startup wins
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Past corporate-startup praise

Kara Feemster, director of business development at Lab42, gives her pitch at the 
startup challenge. (Stacey Wescott / Blue Sky)
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Colleen D. Egan
CEO, ISTC

Oluwatobi Oladejo
Innovation Program Coordinator, ISTC

cegan@istcoalition.org

tobi@istcoalition.org

Abin Kuriakose
EVP, World Business Chicago

akuriakose@worldbusinesschicago.com

Nicole McCarthy
Innovation Program Manager, World Business Chicago

nmccarthy@worldbusinesschicago.com

Get in touch...
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