
Illinois Science and Technology Coalition

1

Authorized by state statute in 1989 as Illinois’ 
technology adviser, the Illinois Science & 
Technology Coalition (ISTC) serves as a convener, 
catalyst, and champion for Illinois’ research, science, 
and technology communities. 

By providing our members and partners with a 
shared voice, ISTC delivers measurable economic 
impact and positions Illinois as a national 
innovation leader.

Our mission is to measure, connect, and enrich 
the Illinois innovation economy.



Venture Engine Platform
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scout innovative startups in industries and 
technology areas that are critical 
to their business

explore a curated database of 
engagement-ready startups scouted 
on an ongoing basis

connect with startups that can help 
grow innovation within their company

Venture Engine is an online platform, launched by ISTC in 
2021, complemented by virtual and in-person programming 
that connects Illinois’ most promising startups to the state’s 
most innovative corporations. Corporate partners can:



Venture Engine Programs
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In-person

Open to public

Industry or 
demographic-focused, 
expert panel discussion

Audience of 30-50 peers

In-person or virtual 

Invitation only

6 Industry or 
demographic-focused, 
founder pitches

25-30 industry and 
ecosystem partners.

In-person

Invitation only

Networking and casual 
conversation

~15 guests including 
Showcase Founders and 
select industry partners.

Lunch and Learns

Virtual

Open to public

Business best practices 
shared by subject-matter- 
experts.

Audience of 30-50 peers

Workshops Showcases Dinners

ISTC hosts a suite of programs dedicated to advancing the work of Venture Engine founders through curated  
opportunities for education, business development, and networking.



Venture Engine Participants
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Venture Engine features nearly 200 
investment-ready startups across 75+ 
industries and a spectrum of growth stages.

ISTC strives to make Venture Engine an 
inclusive, equitable community that 
provides access to all. 

In 2022, 41% of startup founders on 
Venture Engine identified as a minority 
demographic; 22% women, 13% black, 6% 
Latino, & 4% LGBTQ+ 



Venture Engine: Programs In Development
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Develop 
corporate-to-startup 
partnerships to test 

and scale 
investment-ready 

technologies.

Challenge 
innovators to rethink 

and repurpose 
existing technologies 

for alternative 
applications.

Tech Talent

Facilitate 
micro-internships, 
internships, and 
apprenticeships 
between talent 
pipelines and 

startups.

Corporate PilotsNew Ventures

ISTC is developing additional programming to address needs across the innovation spectrum, from new talent 
entering the ecosystem to future founders seeking an idea to soaring startups ready to scale.



Venture Engine Partnerships
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Venture Engine Partnerships offer an opportunity to 
support and align with ISTC’s mission to connect and 
enrich the Illinois innovation economy. 

Venture Engine Partners directly contribute to 
emerging leaders in technology by:
● Co-developing and/or sponsoring curated 

programming for founders and startups
● Supporting statewide, data-driven reporting
● Attending and/or co-hosting networking events

Venture Engine Partners receive exclusive 
opportunities for:
● Thought leadership
● Building brand awareness
● Access to Venture Engine’s unique pool of 

founders and startups for business development 
and/or investment.



THANK YOU!
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For more information on programming and 
partnership opportunities, please contact:

Kate Calabra, Director of Strategic Partnerships
kate@istcoalition.org


